the bodies of the rescue party as they lay on their
bellies working with both hands. After three-
quarters of an hour, when they were nearly ex-
hausted, they had uncovered Capper's body and
begun work on his legs, Corporal Oxenham, 32nd
Foot, exposing himself freely to get the work done
quicker. When at last they hauled Capper out they
were surprised to find that no bones were broken; he
was only bruised and a little faint.

The troops in the Machhi Bhawan fort were now
cut off from the Residency, where some of the
women were in great suspense, not knowing
whether their husbands had survived the retreat
from Chinhat. Lawrence gave Mr Gubbins, who was
in charge of Intelligence, several despatches, written
in Greek character, to send across to the fort, but
since many of the native runners had deserted, and
those that were left did not know the city, the letters
were never taken. Lieutenant Colonel Palmer, 48th
Native Infantry, who was commanding at the
Machhi Bhawan, contrived to send a message that
he was not well supplied with either food or a

tion for his guns, though he had plenty of powder
and small-arms ammunition. The fort had been
held to overawe the city, and used as an entrepdt for
stores and provisions. It was considered strong enough
fS Resist a popular rising, but the walls were too old
and crazy to withstand an attack supported by artil-
lery, and Lawrence had intended to evacuate the
fort and concentrate in the Residency position as
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